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Carissa Nimah is the Chief Marketing Officer for 
Bhutan’s Department of Tourism – responsible 
for the development, promotion and positioning 
of tourism. Prior to moving to Bhutan in 2022, 
Carissa was based in Asia and the UAE for 18 
years working in global hospitality, PR and 
communications. She has a masters degree in 
strategic marketing.

Colonel Sisir Chhetri is the Officer on Special 
Duty with the De-Suung programme. He was 
commissioned in the Royal Bhutan Army in 2000 
and joined the Royal Bhutan Police in 2005, and 
served in Trongsa, Bumthang, Trashigatshel, and 
Jigmeling. Colonel Sisir was Camp Adjutant, Police 
Planning Officer at the RBP headquarters before 
joining the De-Suung programme.

Dinh-Long is a French-born Vietnamese 
supporting youth to achieve greater impact 
for the UN’s SDGs. He is a community builder, 
facilitator and podcast host involved in youth 
empowerment and  engagement, social justice 
and climate change. He works with young social 
entrepreneurs, leaders and climate advocates 
across the Asia-Pacific through youth projects of 
UNDP Asia-Pacific. He was selected as one of the 
UN’s 11 Climate Champions for 2022.

Dorji Dhradhul was the Director General of the 
Department of Tourism from 2019 till 2024. Prior 
to this, he was the Dzongda of Gasa Dzongkhag 
and held various positions within the Ministry 
of Agriculture. Dorji holds a bachelor’s degree 
in Agriculture Science and a master’s degree in 
Agricultural extension.

Jonathan F.P. Rose’s business, public policy, 
teaching, research, writing and not-for-profit 
work focuses on creating more environmentally, 
socially and economically resilient cities. Amongst 
other awards, Jonathan received the 2021 ULI 
Prize for Visionaries in Urban Development. In 
2023, he received The Druk Thuksey award from 
His Majesty The King of Bhutan. Jonathan chairs 
the Board of the Bhutan Urban and Regional 
Planning Global Advisory Committee.
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Joseph E. Stiglitz is an American economist and a 
professor at Columbia University. He is also co-chair 
of the Independent Commission for the Reform of 
International Corporate Taxation and the Chief Economist 
of the Roosevelt Institute. Stiglitz was awarded the Nobel 
Prize in economics in 2001.

Katsu Masaki is on the faculty of Konan University, Japan. 
His research has focused on post-capitalist approaches 
to development. He is an executive committee member 
of the Japan-Bhutan Friendship Association and is on the 
editorial board of the Bhutan Journal of Management. 
He holds a D.Phil. from the University of Sussex, UK.

Kesang Wangmo is an adjunct lecturer at Jigme Singye 
Wangchuck School of Law and a full-time Senior Legal 
Analyst at Druk Holding & Investments. She holds a 
Master’s Degree in Public Administrative Law and Public 
Policy from the University of Sydney. 

Kezang Yuden is an Information & Communication 
Technology Officer (ICTO) from the Cloud services 
division managing the Government Data Centre (GDC) 
within the GovTech Agency. 

Kunzang Wangmo is an experimenter with the UNDP 
innovation team. She is an expert in design thinking, 
foresight and development financing. She previously 
worked as a planning officer with the Gross National 
Happiness Commission Secretariat. She holds a Master’s 
degree in Business from The Queensland University of 
Technology, Australia.   

Namgyal T Gyaltshen is an Analyst at the Department 
of Innovation and Technology (InnoTech) under Druk 
Holding & Investments where she specialises in strategic 
innovation and technology planning. She graduated 
from Brown University in Economics and Environmental 
Studies (Conservation Science and Policy).

Niraj Koirala is an engineer with the Division of Telecom 
and Space within the GovTech Agency. 

Pallavi Sharma leads Marketing and Communications 
for the Bhutan National Digital Identity (NDI) project 
led by GovTech Agency Bhutan and Druk Holdings & 
Investments. Before joining the Bhutan NDI project, 
Pallavi worked with Deloitte Consulting LLP to deliver 
research-based advisory services to Fortune 500 
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companies. She has a Master’s Degree in International 
Relations from South Asian University.

Philip Schellekens is Chief Economist for Asia and the 
Pacific at the United Nations Development Programme 
and a non-resident fellow at the Center for Global 
Development. Prior to this, he worked at the World Bank 
and IMF and studied at the Economics Departments of 
MIT, Harvard, LSE, and the University of Antwerp. He 
holds a Ph.D. in Economics from the LSE.

Praneesha Acharya is an Assistant Information & 
Communication Technology Officer (Assistant ICTO) with 
the Digital Service Operation and Maintenance division 
of the Department of Digital Transformation within the 
GovTech Agency. 

Siok Sian Pek-Dorji is the founder of, and currently 
adviser to the Bhuan Centre for Media and Democracy. 
She is an independent consultant and has been involved 
in media, communications and civil society related 
projects for media and development agencies, and the 
government. She is an editorial member of The Druk 
Journal editorial board. 

Sonam Tshering Jattu works at the Druk Gyalpo’s 
Institute in Pangbisa as the Executive Assistant to the 
Director. He is an alumnus of Quest University and a 
fellow of St. Stephens College. Sonam Jattu is a member 
of the National Basketball Team of Bhutan and teaches 
sports at The Royal Academy.

Tenzin Choden is the Chief Program Officer of the 
Workforce Planning and Information Division at 
the Department of Workforce Planning and Skills 
Development since 2022. She has worked with the 
erstwhile Ministry of Labour and Human Resources in 
the field of human resource development till 2022. She 
has an MSc. in Public Policy and Human Development 
from Maastricht University. 

The Royal Civil Service Commission was established in 
1982 by His Majesty the Fourth Druk Gyalpo through a 
Royal Charter. It has the mandate of being the Central 
Personnel Agency of the Royal Government of Bhutan.

Tshering Nidup works at the Druk Gyalpo’s Institute 
in Pangbisa as the Programme Lead for the Bhutan 
Baccalaureate Transition Programme. He is an alumnus 
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of the University of New England in Australia and a fellow 
of St. Stephens College. Tshering teaches Life Science at 
The Royal Academy.

Tshering Lhamo is an Economist at the United Nations 
Development Programme in Indonesia. She has extensive 
experience working with the Government and Public 
Sector, International Financial Institutions, and United 
Nations Systems in the fields of inclusive economic 
development policy, sustainable development, strategic 
planning, and partnerships & engagement.

Tshering Pema is an Assistant Information and 
Communication Technology Officer (Assistant ICTO) with 
the Digital Service Transformation division of GovTech 
agency. 

Tshoki Zangmo works as a Senior Research and Policy 
Analyst at the Oxford Poverty and Human Development 
Initiative, University of Oxford, United Kingdom. 
Previously, she served as the Head of Exploration at the 
Innovation Unit in the UNDP Bhutan Country Office.   

Ujjwal Deep Dahal is the Chief Executive Officer of the  
Druk Holding and Investments (DHI). He is a Fulbright 
Humphrey fellow from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT), Cambridge. He has a MSc degree from 
Canada’s University of New Brunswick, a Bachelor of 
Engineering from PSG College of Technology (India), an 
MBA from the Quantic School of Business (Online).
 
Yedzin W Tobgay is a PhD candidate at the University 
of Melbourne’s School of Social and Political Sciences. 
Yedzin previously worked with multiple Bhutanese 
government institutions and agencies in varying 
capacities as a gender/social consultant. She also served 
as the youngest faculty member of the Royal Thimphu 
College, Bhutan’s first private tertiary institute. 


