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Chholay Namgay is a Bhutanese Buddhist. He aspires to 
be a genuine student and practitioner.

Dzongsar Jamyang Khyentse Rinpoche is an eminent 
Bhutanese lama, thinker, writer and filmmaker. He is the 
author of several books including What Makes You Not 
a Buddhist and Not for Happiness - a Guide to the So-
called Preliminary Practices. His recent film is ‘Pig at the 
Crossing’.

Gembo Tshering (Phd) is Assistant Professor, Paro College 
of Education, Royal University of Bhutan. His academic 
interests include comparative education, educational 
technology, pedagogy, andragogy, educational 
assessment, educational data use, and generative AI 
(GenAI).

Greg Watkins has PhDs in Religious Studies and the 
Humanities from Stanford University. He was a longtime 
lecturer in, and former associate director of, the 
Structured Liberal Education programme at Stanford 
University. He is a founding board member of The 
Shareable World Education Collective.

Jangchu Tenzin is a PhD student in Educational Studies 
at the University of New Brunswick, Canada, where his 
research focuses on immersive technology in education. 
Prior to this, he worked in Bhutan as a teacher, 
instructional designer, ICT officer, and curriculum 
developer. His current work examines immersive learning 
pedagogy, and the relational aspects of learning in 
immersive environments

Jigme Dema is an Assistant Lecturer in the Cybersecurity 
Specialisation at Gyalpozhing College of Information 
Technology (GCIT), Royal University of Bhutan. Her 
academic interests focus on cybersecurity and emerging 
technologies, with particular interest in the intersection 
of cybersecurity and Artificial Intelligence (AI).

Jigme Seldon is an Assistant Lecturer at Gyalpozhing 
College of Information Technology, Royal University of 
Bhutan. She has a B.Sc. degree in Computer Science, 
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with a background in Artificial Intelligence, machine 
learning, software development, and UI/UX design. Her 
experience spans applied AI projects, front-end and full-
stack development and technology project management. 

Katsu Masaki is a faculty member at Konan University, 
Japan. He is an executive committee member of the Japan-
Bhutan Friendship Association. His major publications 
include “Reorienting the Sustainable Development Goals: 
Lessons from Bhutan’s Gross National Happiness” (Journal 
of Developing Societies, Vol. 40, No. 2). He is on the editorial 
board of the Bhutan Journal of Management. He holds a 
D.Phil. from the Institute of Development Studies, University 
of Sussex, UK.

Mike Taubman has a Masters of Education from Stanford 
University. He has spent his teaching career with Uncommon 
Schools in the United States. He is a founding board member 
of The Shareable World Education Collective.

Dr Pallavi Majumdar is a Professor of Communication 
Arts and Creative Media at Royal Thimphu College. Her 
experience spans journalism, media education, curriculum 
development, advocacy and communication consultancy. 
Her work focuses on journalism, media ethics, digital 
transformation, AI in higher education and public-interest 
communication. She has worked with academic institutions, 
civil society organisations and international development 
agencies in Bhutan, India and other country contexts.

Pema Chogyal is Programme Analyst with the Inclusive 
Education, ECCD & SEN Division, School Education Dept., 
Ministry of Education and Skills Development, Royal 
Government of Bhutan. 

Phuntsho Namgay is the Director of the Department of 
Innovation and Technology, DHI. He leads the department’s 
efforts in developing Bhutan’s Innovation Ecosystem for 
tech-based and a start-up economy by leveraging Research 
& Development for technology with values. With an MBA 
from the Australian Graduate School of Management, his 
experience ranges from Grass Root Innovations to Ecosystem 
building.
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Reneta Dessallien served the United Nations for 35 
years, mainly in Asia and Africa. She was UN Resident 
and Humanitarian Coordinator and UNDP Resident 
Representative in Bhutan, Bangladesh, China, Myanmar and 
India. Prior to that she worked in Mali and Laos, and at UN 
HQ. She retired in 2021. She holds two Masters Degrees, an 
MA from Columbia University and an MPA, Harvard Kennedy 
School of Government. 

Sagar Lepcha is an Assistant AI Lecturer at Gyalpozhing 
College of Information Technology, Royal University of 
Bhutan.He has worked across academic institutions and 
contributed to industry-focused projects in AI, software, and 
emerging technologies. He is passionate about research, 
and his interests span Artificial Intelligence, Explainable AI, 
Applied AI, and AI-driven social change.

Siok Sian Pek-Dorji is the founder of, and currently adviser 
to the Bhutan Centre for Media and Democracy. She is an 
independent consultant and has been involved in media, 
communications and civil society related projects for media, 
development agencies, and the government. She is a 
member of The Druk Journal editorial board.

Sithar Norbu is Chief Programme Officer in the Public Service 
Delivery Division under the Prime Minister’s Office and has 
over 17 years of experience in digital government, public 
service delivery, ICT, and public-sector transformation. 
His work focuses on strengthening accountability and 
monitoring in public service delivery, making frontline 
services more accessible, citizen-centred, and responsive. 
He holds a Master in Artificial Intelligence for Public 
Services from Universidad Politécnica de Madrid, Spain, and 
Politecnico di Milano, Italy.

Srikanth Chandrasekaran heads the business operations 
for IEEE (Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers 
- a global technical organisation) in India. He focuses on 
developing key standardisation programmes in emerging 
areas building end-to-end trustworthy devices and systems 
with emphasis on cybersecurity, identity and privacy. Sri 
also heads the standardisation efforts for the Asia Pacific 
region and drives the IEEE Blended Learning Program (BLP) 
initiative, an eLearning platform.
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Stephan Sonnenberg is a professor of law teaching at 
Wesleyan University in the United States. From 2015-2020 
he taught with the Jigme Singye Wangchuck School of 
Law in Bhutan. He focuses on human rights, international 
development, and in recent years also on artificial 
intelligence and global governance.

Tobgay works as a Chief, Centre for Academic Innovation and 
Professional Excellence (CAIPEx), Department of Academic 
and Research Services, Office of the Vice Chancellor, RUB. 
He is also the managing editor for the Bhutan Journal of 
Research and Development.

Tshering is a Chief Programme Officer at the Government 
Technology Agency (GovTech), Bhutan, where he currently 
leads the Data Science and Artificial Intelligence Division. 
He holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Computer Science and 
a Master’s Degree in Data Science, with a strong focus 
on leveraging data, artificial intelligence, and digital 
technologies to support Bhutan’s digital transformation and 
innovation.

Tshering Cigay Dorji has over twenty years’ experience 
steering digital, AI, and innovation initiatives across Bhutan’s 
public and private sectors. He currently serves as a Royal Civil 
Service Commissioner and a Steering Committee member of 
the Desuung Skilling Programme. Previously, he led Thimphu 
TechPark as its first Bhutanese CEO.

Tshering Yangki is a Lecturer at the Trongsa College of 
Heritage and Contemporary Studies, Royal University 
of Bhutan. She pursued graduate studies in Political 
Communications and Media, and her interests centre on 
understanding media cultures.

Ugyen Tshering is a Court Registrar at the Supreme Court of 
Bhutan. He was previously a Registrar in the Thimphu District 
Court. He has a BA LLB from KIIT University in Odisha, India, 
and a Post Graduate Diploma in National Law (PGDNL). 


